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Who Do You Love

 "Who Do You Love" is a great snapshot of the era in which the music that was to become the foundation of Rock & Roll was created. The music, the cars, the clothes, and the many amazing characters of my childhood are brought to life in this film, which also gives a taste of the many roads travelled by my family to make Chess Records one of the greatest record labels of all time.” 
 --  Marshall Chess

Short Synopsis

Leonard Chess changed the face of modern music, and he did so without playing a note.  An immigrant living in Chicago just as the city was exploding with new blues sounds, he heard what few others did at the time: the universal passion in the music of performers like Etta James, Muddy Waters and Bo Diddley, who all rose to fame thanks to Chess. At first with a nightclub and then with his legendary record label, Leonard Chess earned his place in American cultural history. This is his story, the real story, and it rocks.

Long Synopsis

Who Do You Love is the life story of legendary record producer Leonard Chess, founder of Chess Records in Chicago, IL, the label that helped popularize blues music during the 1950s and '60s.

Leonard, a Jewish immigrant from Poland and the son of a junkyard dealer, is mesmerized by the Black music and culture that surrounds him.  Leonard and his brother Phil, open a club called the Macomba, and gamble on producing “race records” with the help of bass player and songwriter, Willie Dixon.  After initial failure, they find tremendous success with the extraordinary Muddy Waters. As Muddy Waters becomes wildly popular, Leonard and Phil Chess create Chess Records. Leonard’s obsession with the music business strains his family life, but Leonard makes great efforts to make things right at home with his wife Revetta, and son Marshall.  As his priorities are changing, so is the music world around him.   The Chess brothers put blues on the map as it radically reinvented itself as Rock ’n ’ Roll.  

The Music
Although the main focus of the movie is on the life of Chess record executive Leonard Chess, it also tells the story of business between brothers and the popularization of blues music. This movie begins by looking through the eyes of a young Leonard Chess in the family owned junkyard. As an adult, Leonard and Phil Chess, Leonard’s younger brother, end up taking ownership and working in this yard. 

The brothers worked at the yard to support their families, but eventually decided to sell it to buy a record studio. The money from selling the junkyard, in addition to a stash of secret money Leonard had hidden in his home, created what was known as Chess Records. Unfamiliar with the ins and outs of the music industry, Leonard and Phil enlisted the help of Willie Dixon, a black bass player, songwriter, and blues aficionado, who became Leonard’s guide and advisor.

Leonard’s first objective was to create a house band for the Macomba, and in the process, he discovered guitar player Muddy Waters, who was so poor, he had to borrow a guitar to audition.  Muddy’s songs were inspired by life’s tragedies and inflected with the sound of the Mississippi Delta from which he came.  He was an immediate success at the Macomba and attracted enthusiastic audiences to the nightclub shows.

After recording a hit record with the band created by the Chess brothers, Muddy wanted to bring in his personal band.  Leonard was unsure of this venture at first, but eventually relented.  Muddy’s band earned great success on tour playing club dates and finally landed airtime on the radio – but only after Leonard paid the DJ and the band added a little nonverbal “persuasion”.   That song on the radio – “Stuff You Gotta Watch” – quickly became a hit single and sparked a blues trend.

Another blues singer featured in the movie is a beautiful woman called Ivy Mills. Ivy is actually a fictional character – a composite of the numerous women Leonard is reputed to have had affairs with.  Leonard recruits Ivy to record for his label after seeing her perform a mesmerizing rendition of “At Last”.  Their agreement was for Leonard to pay off Ivy’s debt in exchange for her work for him as a singer. She had a beautiful voice, but because she was a drug addict she couldn’t always produce beautiful music in the studio. In an effort to help Ivy kick her habit, Leonard put her into a hotel for a few weeks, and made it clear that no drugs or alcohol would be allowed into her room.  Despite his help, Ivy eventually died of an overdose. 

As time progressed Leonard picked up other artists such as Bo Diddley and Etta James. Bo Diddley introduced rock and roll, and Etta James made “At Last” famous.  Chess Records continued to grow and expand well into the late 1960s, even as the blues were placed on the back burner when rock ‘n’ roll began to flourish. In addition to the blues and rock ‘n’ roll, Chess would go on to develop arms for pop, jazz and gospel music.
The Costumes

Inspired by Chicago style, costumes featured in the movie exhibit authentic, stylish and elegant taste. Combining 1930s, 40s, and 50s style trends, cast members were dressed in outfits ranging from tailored suits and long skirts to feathered hats and fedoras. 

The 1930s ushered in a genteel, ladylike appearance. Rounded busts and waistline curves were made more noticeable, while hairstyles became softer and more delicate. Small plate shaped hats adorned the heads of most women. Luxurious gowns were worn during evening events while loose comfortable fashions were prevalent in the afternoons. Sequins and glass beads were added to fabrics to create a shimmery and glamorous look.  The film’s particular portrayal of the 1930s was that of aged and tattered clothing. This was during The Great Depression after all, so the characters are dressed accordingly. Many people during this era were without jobs, or had little money, so the costumes exude emotion rather than class.

The 1940s developed skirts that were short and straight accompanied by short jackets. Cardigans worn with skirts and covered evening dresses replaced the long flowing gowns common in the thirties.  The film’s own portrayal of the 1940s shows the period as the financial turning point for the Chess Brothers and their stable of artists. Costumes become more upscale and include double breasted suits and other authentic ensembles.  
Costumes in the film during the 1950s were more vibrant and colorful. The characters are making more money, and are therefore able to buy nice clothes, homes and cars. Style turned to tailored suits, beaded dresses and fine jewelry. 
About the Cast
Alessandro Nivola (Leonard Chess) His first professional leading role earned him a Drama Desk Award Nomination for his performance opposite Helen Mirren on Broadway in Turgenev’s “A Month in the Country”.  The following year he drew critical acclaim and a Blockbuster Award Nomination for playing Nicolas Cage’s paranoid genius younger brother in John Woo’s “Face/Off”.  A series of roles in English movies followed, establishing him as one of the few Americans capable of playing British characters from all regions and classes.  He starred as a Hastings fisherman opposite Rachel Weisz in Michael Winterbottom’s “I Want You”, played the charming cad in the Patricia Rozema adaptation of Jane Austen’s “Mansfield Park”, and the romantic King Ferdinand of Navarre in Kenneth Brannagh’s musical film of Shakespeare’s “Love’s Labour’s Lost”.  

Back in the U.S. he starred opposite Reese Witherspoon in “Best Laid Plans”, and played leading roles in “Jurassic Park 3”, and Mike Figgis’ “Time Code”.   He returned to the theater to play Orlando to Gwyneth Paltrow’s Rosalind in “As You Like It” at Williamstown, before being reunited with Helen Mirren in Peter Jan Brugge’s film “The Clearing”, where he played Robert Redford’s son.  

In 2002, Nivola earned an Independent Spirit Award Nomination for his performance as the rock singer Ian McNight in Lisa Cholodenko’s “Laurel Canyon”.  Apart from seducing both Kate Beckinsale and Frances McDormand in the film, he recorded the character’s songs himself prompting Vogue magazine to write, “he sings Brit pop well enough to get a record deal.”   This was followed by the award-winning “Junebug”, in which Nivola plays George Johnston to what The New York Times called “suave, courtly perfection”, and the recent “Coco Before Chanel”, in which he plays Boy Capel in a performance USA Today calls “a revelation”.  
Jon Abrahams (Phil Chess) was nominated for an MTV Movie Award for Best Kiss in “Scary Movie” (2000).  Jon also won the New York International Independent Film and Video Festival, Short Film Award for best actor in “What are The Odds” (2004), but remains most widely known for his performances in “Meet the Parents”, “Scary Movie”, and “House of Wax”. Other movies featuring Abrahams include “My Boss’ Daughter”, “The Faculty”, and “Dead Man Walking”.  He has also appeared in multiple episodes of several television series:  “Ellen”, “Law & Order: Special Victims Unit” and “Boston Public”.   He made an appearance in the 2007 music video for Fall Out Boy's, "This Ain't a Scene, it's an Arms Race".    

David Oyelowo (Muddy Waters) was born in Oxford, England in 1976, the son of a Nigerian prince.  He attended the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art. He made history at age 24 when he was the first black actor to play a British monarch in a major stage production of Henry VI for the Royal Shakespeare Company. 
David is most well known in the UK as a star on the BAFTA award-winning BBC TV series “Spooks”, about agents in Britain’s legendary MI5 spy service.  In 2006, David starred as Dr. Junju in “The Last King of Scotland”, and more recently appeared in “A Raisin in the Sun” on ABC, “As You Like It” on HBO, and Anthony Minghella’s last project, “The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency”.  David was last seen in Sally Potter’s “Rage”.  

Chi McBride (Willie Dixon) can be seen on ABC's critically acclaimed hit-series “Pushing Daisies”  as private investigator Emerson Cod. He just wrapped “Driving Lessons” co-starring Dermot Mulroney, Selma Blair, and Bow Wow, and recently starred in “First Sunday” for Screen Gems opposite Ice Cube, Tracy Morgan and Katt Williams.

Chi has an enormously long list of TV credits including recurring roles in ABC'S critically claimed series “The Nine”, Fox's critically acclaimed series “Boston Public”, Fox’s “House, MD”, and “Killer Instinct” also on Fox.  Chi’s other feature film credits include “I Robot”, “The Terminal”, “American Son”, “Annapolis” and “Gone in Sixty Seconds”.

Megalyn Ann Echikunwoke (Ivy Mills) was born May 28, 1983 in Spokane, Washington. Her father is Nigerian and her mother is of Navajo-Caucasion descent. Her last name Echikunwoke means "leader of men" and Megalyn is the granddaughter of a Nigerian tribal leader of the Igbo, which technically makes her African royalty. She is well known for playing Nicole Palmer in the first season of “24” and Isabelle Tyler in “The 4400”.  She was most recently seen in the independent film , “Fix”.

Megalyn was raised on a Navajo Indian Reservation in Chinle, Arizona.  She was discovered at age 14 performing in an arts academy summer camp play, and later began auditioning for parts via videotape, driving to Hollywood from Arizona with her Mom for callbacks.  Her persistence paid off when, at age 15, she was cast as the young female lead in the ABC/Peter Benchley miniseries "Creature". 
Megalyn and her family moved to Los Angeles where she enrolled in high school and immersed herself in the theatre department.  She soon appeared opposite Alfre Woodard in the cable feature "Funny Valentines".  She was a series regular in the sci-fi series “The 4400”, playing the adult version of the mysterious Isabelle Tyler since the beginning of season 3. 

Megalyn starred in the MTV soap opera “Spyder Games” as Cherish Pardee, a coffee house singer.  Other notable roles have included the daughter in “Like Family” and recurring guest roles in numerous shows including The Steve Harvey Show, Boston Public, ER, What I Like About You, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, That '70s Show, Veronica Mars, 24 and most recently, Supernatural. 

Marika Dominczyk (Revetta) was born July 7, 1980 in Kielce, Poland.  She moved to Brooklyn with her parents and two sisters when she was just 3 years old.  Marika is best known for her roles in “The 40 Year Old Virgin”, “3 A.M.”, and “Bag Boy”. She has also been featured in numerous television series including “Las Vegas”, “Brothers and Sisters”, “Heist”, and “North Shore”. 

Kevin Moore aka Keb’ Mo’ (Jimmy Rogers) is best known as a blues musician and composer, though his acting credits include feature films “All the Kings Men” and “Honeydripper” and multiple episodes as J.D Winslow in the TV show, “Touched by an Angel”.  Keb’ has won three Grammy Awards, the first for his first album, “Keb’ Mo’”, which featured two covers of songs by legendary blues musician Robert Johnson, and the second for “Slow Down”, which leads with a tribute to Muddy Waters.  Keb’ appeared in two documentary films about blues music, Martin Scorsese’s “The Blues”, and “Can't You Hear the Wind Howl?” in which he portrays Robert Johnson.  Keb’ was the composer for eighteen episodes of the TV series, “Freddie” between 2005 and 2006.  For more information:  www.kebmo.com.

Robert Randolph (Bo Diddly) Admired for his jaw-dropping pyrotechnics on the pedal steel guitar, Randolph grew up in urban New Jersey before making the leap from playing church to headlining rock festivals.   Since emerging from a House of God church in Orange, NJ steeped in the sacred steel tradition, Randolph’s astonishing pedal steel playing has had a revolutionary impact. Randolph’s string wizardry is the focal point of the Family Band’s legendary live appearances, and led to appearances with artists ranging from the Blind Boys of Alabama to Eric Clapton to Ozzy Osbourne.  The band’s first album, “Live at the Wetlands” was released in 2002, followed by their studio debut, “Unclassified” in 2003.  With their latest album, Colorblind, Randolph and the Family Band have taken the difficult leap from being great performing artists to being great recording artists.   They are currently working on their fourth album with producer T-Bone Burnett.  For more information:  www.robertrandolph.net/
Raheem DeVaughn (Andrew Tibbs) is an R&B singer-songwriter who first rose to national prominence with his 2005 Jive Records debut, The Love Experience, which earned wide critical praise and reached #9 on the Billboard Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums chart. His sophomore effort for Jive, Love Behind the Melody, was released in 2008 and reached #1 on the Billboard Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums chart and #5 on the Billboard Top 200. The album earned DeVaughn two Grammy nominations: Best Male R&B Vocal Performance for the song, “Woman,” and Best R&B Song for “Customer.” DeVaughn’s third album, The Love & War MasterPeace, is slated for release in 2010.
 
Ryan Shaw (Billy Breeze) was born in Decatur, Georgia and grew up in a deeply religious Pentecostal family. He began singing in church at the age of five and later 
formed a family group with his four brothers called the Shaw Boys. Shaw first earned attention in 1998 for his role in I Know I’ve Been Changed, written and directed 
by Tyler Perry (Diary of a Mad Black Woman). In 2004, Shaw joined the band the Fabulous Soul Shakers, and soon caught the attention of Razor & Tie Records, which released his debut, This Is Ryan Shaw, a collection of covers from artists including Wilson Pickett, Bobby Womack and Jackie Wilson, as well as original recordings. The album reached #22 on Billboard’s Heatseekers chart and earned Shaw a Grammy nomination for Best Traditional R&B Vocal Performance.
About the Filmmakers
Jerry Zaks (Director) most recently directed Chazz Palminteri’s A Bronx Tale on Broadway as well as the acclaimed City Center Encores! production of “Stairway to Paradise”.  He has received four Tony Awards, four Drama Desks, two Outer Critics Circle Awards, on Obie and an NAACP Image Award nomination for his national tour of “The Tap Dance Kid”.  

He has directed more than 30 productions in New York, receiving Tony Awards for “Guys and Dolls”, “Six Degrees of Separation”,  “Lend Me A Tenor”, and “House of Blue Leaves”. He received a Tony Award nomination for works such as “A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum”, “Smokey Joe’s Café”, and “Anything Goes”. Other productions he is credited for include  “La Cage aux Folles” (Tony Award, Outstanding Musical Revival), “The Foreigner” (Obie Award), “The Marriage of Bette and Boo” (Obie Award), “The Caine Mutiny Court Marshal”, “Little Shop of Horrors”, “The Man Who Came to Dinner”, “A Bad Friend”, “The Front Page”, “Laughter on the 23rd Floor”, “Assassins” (Drama Desk nomination), “Wenceslas Square”, “Sister Mary Ignatius…”, and “Beyond Therapy”.  London: The Philadelphia Story at the Old Vic, starring Kevin Spacey.  

Who Do You Love is Mr. Zak’s first feature film since “Marvin’s Room”, for which Meryl Streep was nominated for a Golden Globe, and Diane Keaton was nominated for an Oscar.  

Mr. Zaks served as resident director at Lincoln Center Theater from 1986-1990 and is a founding member of the Ensemble Studio Theatre.  He received the SSDC’s George Abbott Award for Lifetime Achievement in the Theatre in 1994 and an honorary Doctorate of Fine Arts from Dartmouth in 1999.  Since 1990 he has been proudly affiliated with Jujamcyn Theaters.


Bob Conte (writer) is best known for co-writing “Who’s Harry Crumb”, “The Breed”, and “The One”. He is also collaborated on films and videos:  “Summer Jobs”, “Say Nothing”, and “Lone Hero”.

Peter Martin Wortmann (writer and co-producer) is a writer, producer, and director credited on films including “Who’s Harry Crumb”, “The Breed”, and “The One”.

Les Alexander (producer) has produced enough movies-for-television to lose count.  Almost all were made with his former partner of 25 years and friend Don Enright ​ and along the way they won one Best Picture EMMY and several other nominations.  In 2007, Les teamed up with another friend - investment wizard Jonathan Mitchell - to produce feature films and,​ yes,​ the occasional television movie.   “Who Do You Love” is the first fully financed feature from Alexander/Mitchell Productions.  Also in production for The Hallmark Channel is “Dear Prudence”, a two-hour introduction to television’s newest, and hopefully most successful female sleuths.

Andrea Baynes (producer) is an award-winning producer, whose honors include a 1992 Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Made for Television Movie “Miss Rose White”. She was also nominated for an Emmy for Outstanding Drama/Comedy Special for “The Ann Jillian Story”. 


Jonathan Mitchell (producer) is the chief executive officer or general partner of six principal entities engaged in publicly traded stock and bond investments, including Benequity, previously known as EDM Equities, Inc.  Heavily committed to supporting non-profit causes, Jonathan has held officer positions and seats on numerous boards of local, national and international organizations. His charitable work was profiled in the Melman/Raviv book, entitled Friends in Deed.  Jonathan finances movies for television and is the co-owner of Alexander/Mitchell Productions, currently engaged in developing feature films and reality television programs.  “Who Do You Love” is his first film as a producer.  
Budd Carr (executive music producer) is acknowledged as one of the film industry's top talents in the field of Film Music Supervision. Best known for his work with Academy Award-winning director Oliver Stone, he has applied his expertise to every Stone film since “Salvador,” including “JFK,” “Platoon,” “The Doors,” “Born on the Fourth of July,” “Natural Born Killers,” “Any Given Sunday,” and "World Trade Center." He has supervised over 70 films and worked with renowned directors James Cameron, Michael Mann, Frank Oz, Terry George, Norman Jewison and Mike Newell, among many others. 

Budd began his professional career as a music agent with the CMA, IFA and ICM, handling acts such as The Cream, James Taylor, Bob Seger, Carole King, Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young, and Eric Clapton. Launching his own management company in 1980 he has handled the careers of multi-platinum acts such as Kansas, Captain & Tennille, Heatwave, Asia and Slaughter.
Budd served as Executive Music Consultant for Peter Guber’s Mandalay Pictures at both Sony Pictures and Paramount Films, and as the Senior Film Music Supervisor for Windswept Pacific and EMI Music Publishing Companies. 

With his music supervision partner, Nora Felder, Picture Tunes Music produced the soundtrack album to the critically acclaimed and Academy Award-nominated film “Hotel Rwanda”.  Most recently they handled the music for “Mad Money” from academy award winning director Callie Khouri, and are presently supervising the award-winning Showtime TV series Californication starring David Duchovny.

Nora Felder (executive music producer) began her start in the music industry as Music Events Supervisor for a prominent New York City East Village Club, coordinating concerts and music release parties for up and coming bands and artists. Later working with legendary music producer, Phil Ramone, Nora honed in on her A&R development and creative chops overseeing music projects for artists ranging from Paul Simon, Sinead O’Connor, to Les Paul and Iggy Pop.
Nora’s resume spans her work on many Disney Touchstone films, which led to her current partnership in Picture Tunes Music with legendary music supervisor Budd Carr. Together, Felder and Carr have gone on to handle music for films of all genres ranging from “Hotel Rwanda”, “The Guardian”, “Mad Money”, and “Hounddog”.  Current projects include releasing an innovative Itunes “3 pack” soundtrack for their hit Showtime series Californication starring David Duchovony, and Overture Pictures “Humboldt Park” starring Debra Messing and John Leguizamo.

Carey Meyer (production designer) is well known for her work on films and television series such as “Stuart Bliss”, “Abilene”, and “Star Time”.  She also serves as production designer on various “CSI” television series, including sixty-one episodes of “CSI: Miami”, and one hundred ten episodes of “Buffy The Vampire Slayer”.
David Franco (director of photography) has been nominated for four awards through The American Society of Cinematographers, and winner of an Emmy Award, a Gemini Award, and a Valladolid International Film Festival Award.  Best known for his work on “The Whole Nine Yards”, “3000 Miles to Graceland”, and “Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee”.

Stacey Rosen (casting director) has been nominated for three awards through The Casting Society of America. These were Best Casting for a TV Movie of the Week for “Gleason” in 2002; Best Casting for a TV Miniseries for “Firestarter 2: Rekindled” in 2002; and Best Casting for TV Miniseries for “The Beach Boys: An American Family” in 2000. 

JoAnn Jansen (choreographer) is a choreographer and acting coach who has worked on a multitude of films, videos and television series.  She is best known for her work on “The Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl”, “The X-Files”, and “Fear and Loathing in Vegas”.  Other productions she worked on include (but is not limited to) “Dirty Dancing: Havana Nights”, “Uptown Girls”, television series “Charmed”, and “Freedom Writers”. 

Christine Peters (costume designer) is well known for her work on “Love Don’t Cost a Thing”, “The Fugitive”, and “The Beach Boys: An American Family”. Other credited works include (but is not limited to) “Mrs. Doubtfire”, “Ladybugs”, television series “Joan of Arcadia”, “Lizzie McGuire”, and “The Secret”.
Dennis A Brown (executive producer) has supervised numerous award-winning projects, including “Ike: Countdown to D-Day”, produced for A&E Network and Sony Pictures Television.  
Dennis began his career as an NBC Page, moving on to Desilu Studios, Paramount Pictures, Metromedia Producers Corporation, Quinn Martin Productions and the illustrious American International Pictures. He joined EMI Films as their vice president of worldwide production and was involved in such projects as “Deerhunter” and “Convoy”.  In the aftermath of “Heaven’s Gate”, United Artist asked Dennis to join the company as a worldwide production executive.  Then, twenty-five years after starting as a page at NBC, he returned as their executive vice president to lead up their in-house production operation. 

Dennis then moved on to ABC Pictures where he was in charge of their Movie of the Week productions, following which, he joined Sony Pictures Television, his last executive position before moving into freelance production.

Gideon Amir (executive producer) was nominated for an Emmy for Outstanding Miniseries for “The Mists of Avalon” in 2002. He is also known for work on various films and television productions including “Fifteen and Pregnant”, “American Ninja”, and “The Year without Santa Claus”.

CAST

Leonard Chess …………………….…Alessandro Nivola 

Muddy Waters …………………..……David Oyelowo 

Willie Dixon (Dix) …………..…………Chi McBride 

Phil Chess …………………….………Jon Abrahams 

Ivy Mills ………………………………...Megalyn Echikunwoke 

Revetta …………………………………Marika Dominczyk 

Elgin Evers ………………………….…Derrick Martin 

Jimmy Rogers …………………………Kevin Moore 

Bo Diddley …………………………… Robert Randolph 

Little Walter ……………………………Miko Defoor 

Andrew Tibbs …………………………Raheem DeVaughn 

Billy Breeze……………………………Ryan Shaw

Malcom Chisolm ……………..………Joe Chrest 

Lonnie Johnson ………………………TJ Hassan 

Alan Freed ………………………….…Ian Leson 

Marshall (7/8-years-old) …………..…Tendal Jaret Mann 

Little Johnson …………………………Gavin Lewis 

Sheva ………………………………….Lisa Goldstein 

Leonard (13-years-old) ………………Ryan Puszewski 

Hank Lakin ……………………………Roy McCrerey 

Joe Chess ………………………….…Dan Triandiflou 

Jake ……………………………………J.D. Evermore 

Phil (8-years-old) ………………..……Benjamin Rose 

FILMMAKERS

Director…………………………………Jerry Zaks 

Writers………………………………….Peter Wortmann & Bob Conte
Producers…………………………….. Les Alexander, Andrea Baynes 

                                                           & Jonathan Mitchell 

Executive Producers………………… Gideon Amir & Dennis Brown 

Co-Producer…………………………. Robert Conte & Peter Wortmann 

Casting ………………………………..Stacey Rosen, C.S.A. 

Executive Music Producers …………Budd Carr & Nora Felder 

Original Music ………………………..Jeff Beal 

Production Designer …………….…..Carey Meyer 

Director of Photography …………….David Franco 

Costume Designer …………………..Christine Peters 

Editors …………………………………Scott Richter & Anthony Redman 
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